
How many of you think… 
…a $2 Powerball ticket is a good investment? 



What are your odds of winning? 

 

• Powerball Grand Prize: About one in 175 million 

 

• $1 million Powerball Prize: About one in 5 million 



So what does that mean? 

 

• Let’s find out… 



You’ll need a few items to get started… 

 An index card 
 A tape measure 
 A newspaper 



And some M & M’s 



How many M&M’s can fit on a 3 x 5 index card? 







Looks like 99 will do it… 

Let’s round to 100 



How many 3x5 index cards fit on a newspaper? 



How many newspapers fit on a 

basketball court? 



About 1 million M&M’s will cover a basketball court 



What are your odds of winning? 

• $1 million Powerball Prize: About one in 5 million 

• Like picking your M&M out of the 5 million covering 
five basketball courts 

 



And the Powerball grand prize?   
175 million M&M’s would cover 175 basketball courts 

 



So now what do you think? 

Is a $2 Powerball ticket still a good investment? 


